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a separate self with interests of his own, but an agent of
God carrying out His high purpose—that is the goal of
man's life according to the Gita, and not merely to do
nishkamakarma.
Again, it should be noted that the Bhakti or devotion
taught in the Gita is not the excessive emotionalism of
some of the Bhakti schools of mediaeval India. In fact
one of the most remarkable features of this scripture is
the perfect balance it maintains between the various com-
ponents of spiritual life. Its conception of Yoga or
fellowship with God involves incessant work as well as
ardent love and serene wisdom. To be drawn towards
God is to imitate Him and to work as He works. For
does not God work incessantly? Does not the whole
creation under His direction move on in an easy and
effortless manner? Does He not maintain the law and
order of the universe? Does He not send us sunlight
every day, and now send forth rain and now withhold it?
And has God any object to gain by all this work? Has
He anything to achieve which He has not already ? And
does all this work of His as Isvara in any way interfere
with His eternal rest and profound peace as Brahman, the
Absolute? These are some of the questions suggested by
the Gita to the Yogin who wants to live in fellowship
with God. In several passages it enforces its teaching by
the example of Isvara. And it eloquently points out that
the ideal Yogin who lives in unbroken fellowship with
God experiences profound rest even when he is engaged
iq incessant action. He ever acts, and yet he acts not.
This is not merely a Samkhya doctrine, as some suppose,
but the expression of a profound mystic experience.

